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be here tomorrow thanks to early breast can-
cer detection and treatment.

———

FALLEN PATRIOTS TAX RELIEF
ACT

SPEECH OF

HON. ADAM B. SCHIFF

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, October 29, 2003

Mr. SCHIFF. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
call attention to a bill scheduled to be heard
today regarding the military death benefit paid
to survivors of military personnel killed in the
line of duty. Under current law, the military
death benefit provides a surviving spouse
$6,000, of which $3,000 is subject to federal
tax.

At the tragic time of a death of a service
member, it is an unimaginable loss to the fam-
ily and represents the greatest sacrifice to our
nation. To avoid adding insult to injury, we
must make the Military Death Benefit fully tax-
exempt. Families of our patriots should not be
penalized on a benefit meant to express the
nation’s gratitude. The death benefit has his-
torically been exempt from this taxation, yet an
oversight in the tax code—after the benefit
was raised to $6,000 in 1991—Ileft half of the
payment subject to taxation.

The death benefit was designed to assist
surviving family with financial needs following
the death of the service member. Unfortu-
nately, the current benefit is not sufficient. We
should increase this benefit to $12,000 to
cover additional expenses. This bill would
make this benefit retroactive for military per-
sonnel who have died in battle since Sep-
tember 11, 2001.

As of this morning, 232 American service-
men and women have died in battle in Iraq
after the end to major combat operations in
Iraq was announced. This represents 232
cases where a grieving family has had to sus-
tain itself financially with limited funds while
suffering the loss of a loved one who will not
return home. Let us not let partisan politics get
in the way of doing what is right for our fallen
soldiers.

——
WELCOMING PRESIDENT CHEN
SHUI-BIAN OF TAIWAN TO

UNITED STATES

SPEECH OF

HON. DAVID WU

OF OREGON
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, October 29, 2003

Mr. WU. Mr. Speaker, | rise in strong sup-
port of H. Con. Res. 302, and urge my col-
leagues to support this important resolution.

For the past half-century, Taiwan and its
people have been one of the United States’
most reliable friends and allies in Asia, and
around the world. Our two nations have cul-
tivated many mutual interests, including trade,
cultural, security in the Western Pacific Ocean,
and democratic development.

On October 31st, President Chen Shui-bian
will be visiting the United States. On behalf of
the American people, | would like to extend
my warmest welcome to the President, and
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hope that our two nations will continue to
deepen various aspects of our relationship.

As we host President Chen, | urge my col-
leagues to support this important resolution,
and urge Congress and the Administration to
support Taiwan’s efforts to secure meaningful
participation in international organizations and
forums.

———

IN HONOR OF THE 50TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF PEARL BUCK CENTER,
EUGENE, OREGON

HON. PETER A. DeFAZIO

OF OREGON
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 30, 2003

Mr. DEFAZIO. Mr. Speaker, it is my distinct
privilege and honor to congratulate the Pearl
Buck Center in Eugene, Oregon on 50 years
of supporting families with special needs in
Lane County.

When the Pearl Buck Center opened in
1953, it was one of the only educational pro-
grams in Oregon providing educational serv-
ices to children with mental retardation and
other developmental disabilities. The Pearl
Buck Center has continued this tradition of
leadership in the community, the state, and
the nation, providing vocational training, em-
ployment, education, and case management
services to people with developmental disabil-
ities.

Annually, the Pearl Buck Center provides
services to over 400 individuals with develop-
mental disabilities and their children. Since it
was founded, the Pearl Buck Center has
helped thousands of adults and children meet
the challenges of their disabilities and find op-
portunities to succeed in school and on the
job; to succeed as parents and as self-suffi-
cient individuals; and to contribute to the com-
munity and society.

| would like to acknowledge the vision and
dedication that characterizes this organization.
| hope that all Americans will reflect on the
commitment of the staff and volunteers of the
Pearl Buck Center and on the struggles and
successes of the individuals they serve.

October 2003 has been designated as Na-
tional Disability Employment Awareness
Month. In this special month, | extend my
deepest appreciation and thanks to the Pearl
Buck Center for their efforts, past and present,
to help individuals with disabilities more fully
realize their abilities, potential, and independ-
ence. We are all richer for your half-century of
service.

————

RECOGNIZING THE 2D ANNUAL
YOUTH CONFERENCE OF THE
ASIAN LIVER CENTER AT STAN-
FORD UNIVERSITY

HON. FORTNEY PETE STARK

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 30, 2003

Mr. STARK. Mr. Speaker, | rise in recogni-
tion of the 2d annual Youth Conference on
Asian and Pacific Islanders’ Health being or-
ganized by the Asian Liver Center at Stanford
University on November 7 through November
9, 2003.

October 31, 2003

During this 3-day conference, more than
100 high school students and their families
from throughout California will discuss a vari-
ety of health issues of particular concern to
the APl community. These issues include
youth identity, teen smoking and cultural com-
petency in medicine. A major issue to be ad-
dressed is the high vulnerability that Asian and
Pacific Islanders have to hepatitis B and its re-
lated effect of liver cancer.

The Asian and Pacific Islanders community
comprise over 11% of my home state of Cali-
fornia. Unfortunately, many Americans of
Asian and Pacific Island background have no
awareness of their heightened risk of acquiring
hepatitis B. While the rate of hepatitis B infec-
tion for all Americans is less than .5%, for API
Americans the rate is 7%—14 times higher.

The symptoms of this illness are often not
apparent to the individual until the irreversible
effects of liver cancer become evident. This si-
lent killer is often spread from unsuspecting
mothers to newborn infants at childbirth. It is
also spread through child-to-child infection as
result of contact with skins sores, small breaks
in the skin or such activities as sharing a
toothbrush. Luckily, the spread of this awful
disease can be prevented through a simple
series of vaccinations. But, people need to be
educated about the need for such vaccina-
tions.

A major goal of the Youth Conference is to
create a cadre of emissaries to go out into the
APl community to increase awareness of this
vulnerability to hepatitis B and liver cancer and
to educate the populace on means of preven-
tion and treatment. Many in the APl commu-
nity are not aware that there is a vaccine that
offers full protection from hepatitis B. Many
are not vaccinated because they simply are
not aware of the problem. The unnecessary
deaths from this disease must be stopped
now.

The Asian Liver Center has it right—in-
creased knowledge is the key to prevention. |
commend the students and their families for
taking time out of their busy lives to become
more knowledgeable about these important
health issues and to help spread their knowl-
edge throughout their communities. | also
commend the staff of the Asian Liver Center
at Stanford University for organizing this con-
ference and for their mission of addressing the
high incidence of hepatitis B in the API popu-
lation through outreach, education and re-
search. This program is clearly one that
should be emulated by many other organiza-
tions around the country.

———

REGARDING INDIAN RIVER
COMMUNITY COLLEGE

HON. ALCEE L. HASTINGS

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 30, 2003

Mr. HASTINGS of Florida. Mr. Speaker, |
rise to pay commendation to Indian River
Community College, which serves the east
coast of Central Florida and many of my con-
stituents. The school has developed an inno-
vative program to combat a local, state and
national problem—the critical teacher short-
age. Indian River Community College pio-
neered the “Bridge to Teaching” program to
recruit and train college graduates to embark
on careers in teaching.
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